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Tracking No.: MWB20/1-02 

To: Minister for Education and Early Childhood Development 

From: Director-General 

Date: Wednesday, 12 February 2020 

Subject: Minister’s Weekly Brief 

Critical Date: Click here to enter a date. 

Critical Reason: To ensure you are briefed on current issues and events 

Recommendations 

Noted / Please Discuss 

Yvette Berry MLA ………………….....................…....................   ..…/.…./.…. 

Minister’s Office Feedback 
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INFRASTRUCTURE AND CAPITAL WORKS PROJECTS 

5. Melba Copland Secondary School  

Further to the previous caveat brief (MIN20/12) regarding an accidental disturbance of 
asbestos containing material, the cause of the management breakdown can be attributed to 
human error and the individual has been re-trained in correct procedure. Currency of 
asbestos awareness training and induction processes on site are being reviewed across all 
schools. 
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13. Repairs and Maintenance 

• Storm damage update as at 20 January 2020 - The final tally of schools that sustained 
damage as a result of the storm is 27. This number is an increase on the original advice 
as staff returning from leave have identified additional damage. Only three schools 
suffered what would be considered extensive damage but remain operational. These are 
Telopea School, Narrabundah Early Childhood School and Canberra High School. Within 
hours of the storm, schools were made safe by Property Group contractors and works 
have been continuing unabated since, ensuring all schools were be open for term one 
with no areas of any school inaccessible. Some windows remain boarded up as out of 
hours asbestos removal progresses where necessary. 
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Signatory Name: Katy Haire Phone: 59158 

Action Officer: Katy Penglis Phone: 59155 
 

Attachments 
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Education & Early Childhood Development 

ISSUE: ASBESTOS CONTAINING MATERIALS IN ACT PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Key Information 
• The Education Support Office, Repairs and Maintenance section is financially

responsible for all asbestos removal works in schools. This ensures that the
management and removal occurs efficiently and safely and removes the
financial burden from schools.

• Five year testing of all sites with known Asbestos Contained Material (ACM) is
currently underway with 68 of the 69 affected schools inspected. Whilst a small
number of work orders for further testing and removal have been issued as a
result of these inspections, it should be noted that the Directorate’s attention
to asbestos testing and removal on a “business as usual” basis has contained
any escalation of new removal works.

• The Education Directorate has well developed processes for the management of
hazardous materials in ACT public schools.

• There are 69 public schools, including Jervis Bay School, with confirmed
presence of ACM. Each of these schools has a Hazardous Materials Survey and
Management Plan, including an Asbestos Register.

• An independent licensed asbestos assessor is engaged by the Directorate to
prepare the documentation.

• The Asbestos Register informs the school community, visitors and tradespeople
on the location of ACM in the school. The Register is located in the front
entry/reception area of the school.

• Any asbestos removal works are completed in accordance with WorkSafe ACT
requirements by licensed contractors who are monitored by an independent
NATA registered laboratory. Asbestos is removed after hours when there are no
students and staff in the school (i.e. at night, on weekends and during school
holidays).

• Asbestos was frequently used in building materials in Australia until the mid to
late 1980s. The predominance of the use of ACM lessened after this time until it
was banned in 2004.

• If well maintained and undisturbed, bonded asbestos materials (e.g. asbestos
cement sheeting) do not pose a health risk.

• An audit of asbestos management in ACT public schools was undertaken
between November 2017 and March 2018. The final report was distributed on
4 September 2018.
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• Although in use for some years, the current method of asbestos tracking and 
management is currently under examination in an effort to modernise 
processes and reporting. An electronic application is being investigated by the 
Directorate and will consider school requirements and legislative obligations. 
Tender documents for the procurement of this new Asbestos records 
management system are being finalised, with the intention of approaching the 
market during March 2020. 

Asbestos at Education Construction Sites 
• In the event of ACM being located or disturbed by a contractor on an Education 

construction site, the following control actions are undertaken: 

o If at any time material is suspected of containing asbestos, works must cease 
immediately, the area made safe and isolated. Air monitoring testing is to be 
carried out by a National Association of Testing Authorities (NATA) registered 
laboratory.  

o The contractor notifies WorkSafe ACT and the Directorate immediately. 

o Demolition and excavation work in areas where it is possible that ACM may 
be exposed (eg: wet areas) must be undertaken after hours. 

o In all cases, ACM must be removed and transported off site after school 
operating hours by a licensed asbestos removalist. 

o A copy of the air monitoring results and/or the clearance certificates will be 
provided by the NATA registered laboratory prior to staff, students or 
general public gaining access to the area. The same clearance is also required 
prior to work recommencing by the contractor. 

o If a large quantity of ACM or contaminated materials (soil, fire damaged 
buildings) is removed from a site, the contractor is to inform the ACT 
Environmental Protection Authority  and WorkSafe ACT and is to maintain 
records of compliant disposal. 
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Education & Early Childhood Development 
ISSUE: MANAGEMENT OF HAZARDOUS MATERIALS IN SCHOOLS 
Key Information 
• The Infrastructure and Capital Works branch is responsible for all asbestos

removal works in schools. This ensures that the management and removal
occurs efficiently, safely and consistently.

• Five year testing of all sites with known Asbestos Contained Material (ACM) is
undertaken through a continuous rolling program. Whilst a small number of
work orders for further testing and removal are issued as a result of these
inspections, this is expected as part of the “business as usual” process.

• The Education Directorate has well developed processes for the management of
hazardous materials in ACT public schools.

• There are 69 public schools, including Jervis Bay School, with confirmed
presence of ACM. Each of these schools has a Hazardous Materials Survey and
Management Plan, including an Asbestos Register.

• An independent licensed asbestos assessor is engaged by the Directorate to
prepare the documentation.

• The Asbestos Register informs the school community, visitors and tradespeople
on the location of ACM in the school. The register is located in the front
entry/reception area of the school.

• Any asbestos removal works are completed in accordance with WorkSafe ACT
requirements by licensed asbestos removalist who are monitored by an
independent licensed asbestos assessor. Asbestos is removed after hours when
there are no students in the school (i.e. at night, on weekends and during school
holidays).

• Asbestos was frequently used in building materials in Australia until the mid to
late 1980s. The predominance of the use of ACM lessened after this time until it
was banned in 2004.

• If well maintained and undisturbed, non-friable asbestos materials (e.g.
asbestos cement sheeting) do not pose a health risk.

• An audit of asbestos management in ACT public schools was undertaken
between November 2017 and March 2018. The final report was distributed on
4 September 2018.

• Although in use for some years, the current method of asbestos tracking and
management is currently under examination in an effort to modernise
processes and reporting. An electronic application is being investigated by the
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Directorate and will consider school requirements and legislative obligations. 
Tender documents for the procurement of this new Asbestos records 
management system are being finalised, with the intention of approaching the 
market during August 2020. 

Asbestos at Education Construction Sites 
• In the event of ACM being located or disturbed by a contractor on an education construction 

site, the following control actions are undertaken: 
o If at any time material is suspected of containing asbestos, works must cease 

immediately, the area made safe and isolated.  

o The contractor notifies WorkSafe ACT and the Directorate immediately. 

o Demolition and excavation work in areas where it is possible that ACM may be exposed 
(eg: wet areas) must be undertaken after hours. 

o In all cases, ACM must be removed and transported off site after school operating hours 
by a licensed asbestos removalist. 

o A copy of the air monitoring results and/or the clearance certificates will be provided by 
the NATA registered laboratory prior to staff, students or general public gaining access to 
the area. The same clearance is also required prior to work recommencing by the 
contractor. 

o If a large quantity of ACM or contaminated materials (soil, fire damaged buildings) is 
removed from a site, the contractor is to inform the ACT Environmental Protection 
Authority (EPA) and WorkSafe ACT and is to maintain records of compliant disposal. 

Current Asbestos Incidents 
 
Melba Copland Secondary School 
• On 30 June 2020, the Melba Copland Secondary School Building Services Officer discovered a 

fragment of fibrous cement sheeting in the soil of a restricted access area of the campus. 
• The area was immediately isolated from access and a work request submitted to arrange 

further inspection and testing. 
• Testing was undertaken on the morning of 1 July 2020 by a licensed asbestos assessor and 

confirmed the presence of bonded (non-friable)asbestos. 
• The assessor also provided a remediation plan that required the removal of 50mm of topsoil 

from a two metre radius from where the sheet fragment was found.  
• All removal works were completed on 5 July 2020 by a licensed contractor.  
• A clearance certificate was issued on 6 July 2020 confirming the area could return to normal 

use. 
• A notice to the school community is being prepared. 

Garran Primary School 
•  (the contractor) has been engaged by the ACT Government to 

install two additional classrooms and a toilet block at Garran Primary School. 
• On 7 July 2020, while preparing the site for installation, the contractor identified some 

redundant asbestos-containing cement irrigation piping in one of the footing holes. 
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• An exclusion zone was established around the immediate site and work was put on hold.  
• The contractor notified Garran Primary School, the Education Directorate and ACT Property 

Group. 
• WorkSafe ACT were informed and a licensed asbestos removalist and asbestos assessor 

attended the site on the evening of 8 July 2020 to remediate the area (when no children from 
the school holiday program were on site) inclusive of air monitoring, removal, and clearance. 

• A clearance certificate was issued on 9 July 2020.  
• A notice to the school community is being prepared. 
• The installation of the new transportable buildings is scheduled to be in operation by early 

term 3, 2020. 

Forrest Primary School 
• On 2 July 2020 at about 5.15pm, children in out of school hours care at Forrest Primary 

School uncovered some building debris while digging a 300mm deep hole in the “loose parts” 
playground. This consisted of some pieces of brick and fragments of sheeting that were later 
found to contain non-friable “bonded” asbestos. 

• One child has confirmed he was breaking up the sheeting with a shovel. 
• Staff from the Out of School Hours Care provider immediately created an exclusion zone 

around the area. 
• OSHC staff reported the finding to the school the next morning.  The school arranged for the 

samples to be tested.  
• The samples were tested by a licensed asbestos assessor on 6 July 2020, with a report being 

issued on 7 July 2020 which confirmed the presence of asbestos within the bonded material.  
• The school notified the Education Directorate on 7 July 2020. 
• A work request was submitted to ACT Property Group on 7 July 2020 to engage a licensed 

asbestos removalist. 
• The engagement of the contractor was completed on the morning of 8 July 2020 and the 

contractor provided a remediation action plan that afternoon. 
• The contractor attended site on 9 July 2020 to prepare a report on the area and to confirm 

the remediation plan. During the site visit, all remaining visible fragments were removed. 
• The contractor issued its material assessment report on the afternoon of 9 July 2020. This 

report confirmed the current risk of exposure is “negligible” and the level of risk while the 
child was breaking the material was “low” due to the non-abrasive action. 

• Temporary fencing to further isolate the area was erected by 9.30am on 10 July 2020 
because of concerns about unsupervised public access outside of the school holiday program. 

• Remediation by a licensed asbestos removalist was undertaken on 12 July 2020.  These works 
included the removal of any further debris in and around the hole and raking to find any 
fragment near the surface of the play area. 

• WorkSafe ACT has been informed and updated about the issue. 
• On 13 and 14 July 2020 Licenced Asbestos Assessors inspected the entire grounds of Forrest 

Primary School to detect any surface debris and found no material. 
• A clearance certificate has been issued and the playground reopened. The Out of School 

Hours Care provider plans to modify activities within the area to restrict digging. 
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Yarralumla Primary School 
• Infrastructure and Capital Works through ACT Property Group have been undertaking 

replacement of windows at Yarralumla PS due to the deteriorating condition of the lead 
paint.  

• The work includes the complete removal and replacement of window units to limit the 
disturbance of the lead paint coating. 

• Testing of the nearby surfaces was undertaken on Wednesday 15 July as standard process. 
The results of this test were received by ACT Property Group on 17 July and showed elevated 
lead levels in 8 rooms 

• ACT Property Group arranged for an environmental clean of the classrooms over the 
weekend of 18 and 19 July and retesting was undertaken. 

• Test results were received on 21 July and elevated levels were still detected. ACT Property 
Group advised the school they could not use the rooms until further work had been 
completed. 

• Additional cleaning was undertaken on the evening of 21 July and further testing will also 
take place. The results of these tests will not be available for a further 48 hours. 

• ACT Property Group are discussing the work practices used with the contractor to determine 
if the source of lead relates to the removal of the windows or if it was pre-existing. 

• The school has made arrangements to temporarily relocate all affected classrooms for the 
remainder of the week. 
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Trim No. MIN20/1149 

Caveat Brief 

To:  Minister for Education and Early Childhood Development 

From:  A/g Executive Group Manager, Business Services 

Subject:  Yarralumla Primary School – elevated lead results – Update  

Date:  30 July 2020 

That you note the below further updated details around the discovery of elevated lead 
levels at Yarralumla Primary School. 

Noted / Please discuss 

Yvette Berry MLA..../..../.... 

 The revised procedure for removing the lead contamination from the classrooms
undertaken over the weekend appears to be working with verbal advice that the levels
are below the threshold. Due to the significantly more intense methodology deployed,
only 1.5 classrooms were treated over the weekend.

 The advanced environmental clean is continuing until at least 2 August 2020.
Clearance for these works should be available by 5 or 6 August 2020. The Directorate
recommends retaining the students in their alternative locations until 17 August 2020
to allow for any clearance delays and re‐fitting of the spaces.

 The site‐wide sampling carried out on 24 July 2020 does show some levels of
contamination but in the opinion of the assessor, the concentrations are not high
enough to pose an immediate risk to occupants during normal use. The report should
be available by 31 July 2020 and may require the Directorate to undertake some
additional spot removal of contaminated material. The positive news from this report
is that there is not a site‐wide high‐level risk and the currently affected classrooms are
most likely due to the window replacement or the painting that occurred over the
holidays.

 The school is very concerned with the loss of classroom materials and has requested
that a large proportion of this be cleaned rather than replaced. The Directorate is
seeking advice whether this is viable at this stage.

 It has been suggested that the Directorate examine the staged return to the learning
spaces with the Montessori area prioritised. Further advice on the practicalities of
this will be sought on 30 July 2020, noting the delay between cleaning, sampling and
clearance.

Signatory Name:  Andrew Parkinson

Title  A/g Executive Group Manager

Date  30 July 2020
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Education & Early Childhood Development 
ISSUE: MANAGEMENT OF HAZARDOUS MATERIALS IN SCHOOLS 
Key Information 
• The Infrastructure and Capital Works branch is responsible for all asbestos

removal works in schools. This ensures that the management and removal
occurs efficiently, safely and consistently.

• Five year testing of all sites with known Asbestos Contained Material (ACM) is
undertaken through a continuous rolling program. Whilst a small number of
work orders for further testing and removal are issued as a result of these
inspections, this is expected as part of the “business as usual” process.

• The Education Directorate has well developed processes for the management of
hazardous materials in ACT public schools.

• There are 69 public schools, including Jervis Bay School, with confirmed
presence of ACM. Each of these schools has a Hazardous Materials Survey and
Management Plan, including an Asbestos Register.

• The Hazardous Materials Register informs the school community, visitors and
tradespeople on the location of hazardous materials, including asbestos in the
school. The register is located in the front entry/reception area of the school.

• Any hazardous materials removal works are completed in accordance with
WorkSafe ACT requirements by licensed removalists who are monitored by an
independent licensed assessor. Asbestos is removed after hours when there are
no students in the school (i.e. at night, on weekends and during school
holidays).

• An audit of asbestos management in ACT public schools was undertaken
between November 2017 and March 2018. The final report was distributed on
4 September 2018.

• Although in use for some years, the current method of asbestos tracking and
management is currently under examination in an effort to modernise
processes and reporting. An electronic application is being investigated by the
Directorate and will consider school requirements and legislative obligations.
Tender documents for the procurement of this new Asbestos records
management system are being finalised, with the intention of approaching the
market during August 2020.

Current Hazardous Material Issues 
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Yarralumla Primary School 
• Infrastructure and Capital Works through ACT Property Group have been undertaking 

replacement of windows at Yarralumla PS due to the deteriorating condition of the lead 
paint.  

• The work includes the complete removal and replacement of window units to limit the 
disturbance of the lead paint coating. 

• Testing of the nearby surfaces was undertaken on 15 July 2020 as standard process. The 
results of this test were received by ACT Property Group on 17 July and showed elevated lead 
levels in 8 rooms. 

• ACT Property Group arranged for an environmental clean of the classrooms over the 
weekend of 18 and 19 July and retesting was undertaken. 

• Test results were received on 21 July and elevated levels were still detected. ACT Property 
Group advised the school they could not use the rooms until further work had been 
completed. 

• Further testing throughout the school on 24 July has also highlighted 7 areas with elevated 
lead levels. The locations where the high readings were found are generally difficult to 
access. This has required a further three learning spaces to be taken out of use until fully 
cleaned. 

• An revised cleaning process has been developed and the program of cleaning and re-testing 
is continuing until a clearance is received for all spaces. This is anticipated to be complete 
later in the month. 

• Testing of areas following the new cleaning procedure has shown it to be effective with 
clearances expected to be progressively obtained over the coming weeks. 

• The school has made arrangements to temporarily relocate all affected classrooms until a 
clearance is received. 

• The school community has been kept informed of all developments. 

• The independent assessor has confirmed the likelihood of exposure remains low. 

 

Turner Primary School 

• During the installation of an air conditioning unit in a teacher’s office at Turner Primary 
School on Tuesday 11 August, a hole was accidently drilled into a non-friable asbestos 
containing ceiling sheet. 

• The office was closed while these works were completed which has limited the spread of 
asbestos materials. On discovery of the possibility of asbestos the Education Directorate was 
notified and the area immediately cordoned off. 

• A licensed asbestos assessor attended and tested the site, confirming the presence of non-
friable asbestos. Licensed asbestos removalists were immediately engaged, and cleaning 
commenced in the hallway outside the office which was completed during the evening of 
Tuesday 11 August.  
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• Cleaning of the office commenced Wednesday 12 August outside of operational hours and in 
consultation with WorkSafe ACT.   

• The Education Directorate will continue to monitor the situation with the assistance of 
WorkSafe ACT.  
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Portfolio/s: Education and Early Childhood Development 

ISSUE: Lead as a Hazardous Material 

Key Information: 

• Lead paint was common in Australian buildings constructed before 1970,
including homes and schools.

• The Education Directorate has well developed processes for the
management of hazardous materials in ACT public schools.

• There are 69 public schools, including Jervis Bay School, with confirmed
presence of lead paint. Each of these schools has a Hazardous Materials
Survey and Management Plan.

• EDU are currently progressing a program to update all of the lead paint
survey reports with an initial survey being finalised at Telopea Park
School.

• Lead paint at ACT Schools is managed in a number of ways but primarily
by ensuring the lead system is stabilised by non-lead containing paint.

• If disturbance of lead based paint is required the work is completed
outside of school hours and supervised by a qualified assessor.

• EDU advise anyone that is concerned about their exposure to elevated
lead levels to seek medical advice.

Background 

Yarralumla Primary School 
• Infrastructure and Capital Works through ACT Property Group have been undertaking

replacement of windows at Yarralumla PS due to the deteriorating condition of the lead
paint.

• The work includes the complete removal and replacement of window units to limit the
disturbance of the lead paint coating.

• Testing of the nearby surfaces was undertaken on 15 July 2020 as standard process. The
results of this test were received by ACT Property Group on 17 July and showed elevated
lead levels in 8 rooms.

• ACT Property Group arranged for an environmental clean of the classrooms over the
weekend of 18 and 19 July and retesting was undertaken.

• Test results were received on 21 July and elevated levels were still detected. ACT
Property Group advised the school they could not use the rooms until further work had
been completed.

• Further testing throughout the school on 24 July has also highlighted 7 areas with
elevated lead levels. The locations where the high readings were found are generally
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difficult to access. This required a further three learning spaces to be taken out of use 
until fully cleaned. Two of these spaces have subsequently be cleaned and cleared 
including the space utilised by the out of hours school care (YMCA Building) 

• A revised cleaning process has been developed and the program of cleaning and re-
testing is continuing until a clearance is received for all spaces. This is anticipated to be 
complete later in the month. 

• Testing of areas following the new cleaning procedure has shown it to be effective with 
clearances expected to be progressively obtained over the coming weeks. 

• The school has made arrangements to temporarily relocate all affected classrooms until 
a clearance is received. 

• The school community has been kept informed of all developments. 

• The independent assessor has confirmed the likelihood of exposure remains low. 

• EDU are developing a further cleaning process to be incorporated at least annually to 
ensure difficult to reach areas are still effectively cleaned. 
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21/7/2020 Principal notified School Board and P&C  
21/7/2020 EDU provided with copy of report dated 17/7/2020  
21/7/2020 Cleaning and testing commenced overnight  
22/7/2020 School Operations and ICW attend school in morning 

to assist with support 
 

22/7/2020 WorkSafe ACT notified by contractor at request of 
ACT-PG 

 

23/7/2020 Cleaning of areas continues  
24/7/2020 Results advised by phone from ACT-PG, lead levels 

remain high 
 

24/7/2020 New cleaning methodology agreed between ACT-PG, 
EDU and Robson Environmental 

 

24/7/2020 Report from 13 to 19 July inspections provided to EDU  
24/7/2020 Lead testing of areas across school by Robson 

Environmental 
 

24/7/2020 Caveat brief sent to MO  
26/7/2020 New cleaning procedure implemented  
28/7/2020 Additional chairs and tables supplied to school  
28/7/2020 Verbal advice from ACT-PG that new methodology for 

cleaning has reduced the lead levels below the 
threshold 

 

28/7/2020 Email from Robson Environmental that site testing 
undertaken on 24/7/2020 has identified 11 samples 
above the threshold. They note that these do not 
pose an immediate risk to occupants. 

 

28/7/2020 WorkSafe ACT provided contractor with report on 
their investigation. Contractor forward this to ACT-PG.  

 

31/7/2020 Report from testing undertaken on 24/7/2020 
received from Robson Environmental 

11181 YarralumlaPrimary 
LeadDust 20200724 

2/8/2020 Clearance report received for 2 rooms in Gambarri 
Building from Robson Environmental 

T01035 11181 
LeadClearance 
ImprovedClean 20200726 

3/8/2020 Cleaning of additional areas commenced  
3/8/2020 Clearance received for toilets in Montessori Building 

from Robson Environmental 
248171-R00 Montessori 
toilet clearance 

3/8/2020 Advice from ACT-PG that the testing of soil areas have 
shown to be below the threshold 

 

4/8/2020 3 Additional rooms in other locations closed  
4/8/2020 Gambarri Building music room clearance report 

received 
T01035 1181 Yarralumla 
Primary School Lead 
Clearance Report Gambarri 
Centre Music Room 017 29 
July 2020 

5/8/2020 Clearance report for Montessori Building toilets 
received 

T01035 LeadClearance 
MontessoriKidsToilet 
20200730 

5/8/2020 Portable toilets delivered to school  
6/8/2020 Verbal advice from ACT-PG of successful cleaning of 

Rooms 14 and 17 in Gambarri Building, Classroom 11 
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in the Main Building and the YMCA after school care 
building 

6/8/2020 Email advice from Robson Environmental regarding 
potential multiple sources of contamination including 
window work carried out in holidays, painting work 
carried out by another contractor and movement of 
dust within building 
 

 

6/8/2020 EDU contacted WorkSafe to request further 
investigation 

 

7/8/2020 Email confirmation from Robson Environmental of 
successful cleaning of Classroom 11 in the Main 
Building and the YMCA after school care building 
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ASSEMBLY BRIEF 

Cleared as complete and accurate: 19/08/2020 
Cleared by: Executive Group Manager Ext: 54593 
Information Officer name: Andrew Parkinson 
Lead Directorate: Education 

Portfolio/s: Education and Early Childhood Development 

ISSUE: Lead as a Hazardous Material 

Key Information: 

• Lead paint was common in Australian buildings constructed before 1970,
including homes and schools.

• The Education Directorate has well developed processes for the
management of hazardous materials in ACT public schools.

• There are 69 public schools, including Jervis Bay School, with confirmed
presence of lead paint. Each of these schools has a Hazardous Materials
Survey and Management Plan.

• EDU are currently progressing a program to update all of the lead paint
survey reports with an initial survey being finalised at Telopea Park
School.

• Lead paint at ACT schools is managed in a number of ways but primarily
by ensuring the lead system is stabilised by non-lead containing paint.

• If disturbance of lead based paint is required the work is completed
outside of school hours and supervised by a qualified assessor.

• EDU advise anyone that is concerned about their exposure to elevated
lead levels to seek medical advice.

Background 

Yarralumla Primary School 
• Infrastructure and Capital Works through ACT Property Group has been undertaking

replacement of windows at Yarralumla PS due to the deteriorating condition of the lead
paint.

• The work includes the complete removal and replacement of window units to limit the
disturbance of the lead paint coating.

• Testing of the nearby surfaces was undertaken on 15 July 2020 as standard process. The
results of this test were received by ACT Property Group on 17 July and showed elevated
lead levels in eight rooms.

• ACT Property Group arranged for an environmental clean of the classrooms over the
weekend of 18 and 19 July and retesting was undertaken.

• Test results were received on 21 July and elevated levels were still detected. ACT
Property Group advised the school they could not use the rooms until further work had
been completed.

• Further testing throughout the school on 24 July also highlighted seven areas with
elevated lead levels. The locations where the high readings were found are generally
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difficult to access. This required a further three learning spaces to be taken out of use 
until fully cleaned. These spaces have subsequently been cleaned and cleared with the 
exception of a resource store but includes the space utilised by the out of hours school 
care (YMCA Building). 

• A revised cleaning process has been developed and the program of cleaning and re-
testing is continuing until a clearance is received for all spaces. This is anticipated to be 
complete later in the month. 

• Testing of areas following the new cleaning procedure has shown it to be effective with 
clearances expected to be progressively obtained over the coming weeks. 

• The school has made arrangements to temporarily relocate all affected classrooms until 
a clearance is received. 

• The school community has been kept informed of all developments. 

• The independent assessor has confirmed the likelihood of exposure remains low. 

• EDU are developing a further cleaning process to be incorporated at least annually to 
ensure difficult to reach areas are still effectively cleaned. 

• Health and WorkSafe has been consulted during the remediation process. 
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