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Contribution ID Date Submitted Question 1: a) Do you have a child 
attending Farrer Primary School? b) Do 
you live in Farrer (if so, on which street)?

Question 2: What are your thoughts about the fence line, that is, the proposed locations of the fence? Please try to be specific regarding 
particular aspects of the fence line, by referring to locations on the map, for example street names, compass points, corners of the map 
(such as ‘bottom left’) etc.

Question 3: What are your thoughts about the location of gate access 
points in the proposed fence design? Please try to be specific about 
particular gate access points in the fence line, by referring to locations on 
the map, for example street names, compass points, corners of the map 
(such as ‘bottom left’) etc. If you like, suggest where you might like other 
access points to be located, and why.

Question 4: Community access to outdoor spaces and play equipment outside of school hours will 
be arranged through a booking system and timed gates. What are your thoughts about which gates 
should allow out of hours access in the proposed fence design? Please try to be specific about 
particular gate access points in the fence line, by referring to locations on the map, for example 
street names, compass points, corners of the map (such as ‘bottom left’) etc. If you like, suggest 
where you might like other access points to be located, and why.

IP Address Member Status Member ID Member Username Member Email Gender Age Group Where do you 
live?

102814 Oct 30, 2023, 10:24 AM No, yes The fence line seems reasonable given it follows the property boundary. There are more than enough access points and in they are all in an 
appropriate location spread evenly apart.

Out of hours access should be provided to all local residence perhaps via a code,  at the single entry 
points on lambrigg Street, the one at the preschool and the double gate at the carpark.  A lot of 
Farrer children use the schools basketball court, play ground and netball hoops on the weekend. This 
is because unfortunately the Farrer nature park isn't weather resistent and has proven to be more 
that inadequate for children to play on in all seasons. It was a nice thought but completely useless 
for kids, especially little ones. On any weekend you will find kids playing at the school and not the 
nature park, it's not as practical or fun for them.

102811 Oct 29, 2023, 10:06 PM a, yes b, yes, Not happy with fence and loss of green space and outdoor facilities for residents use I'm extremely disappointed with the decision to fence the school and reduction in outdoor spaces 
for community use. I don't believe a booking system/timed access will work in practice, particularly if 
administered by the school. Access should instead be provided continuously during daylight hours. 
The loss of these varied outdoor facilities and shaded playgrounds will be extremely detrimental to 
the children of Farrer. The nature park is great, but does not provide entertainment for children 6+ 
and there are no shaded playgrounds or sports facilities elsewhere in the suburb. I regularly take my 
children to the school and enjoy the space and are never there alone, it is well used and loved by the 
community.
I believe that a reduced new fence line and improved behaviour management practices at the school 
would safely address the issue of children absconding, without reducing access. There are also 
currently no visible security controls or practices to reduce and address unsavoury behaviour. 
This fence will be hugely detrimental to our lifestyle and signicantly change the way we engage with 
outdoor play. 
I also really wish that broader consultation had been undertaken with local residents, who  

, were unaware of consultation meetings and this website. This could have included 
letterbox drops and signage on the school grounds to ensure all users could provide feedback.

102809 Oct 29, 2023, 09:10 PM Yes, I disagree with the reasoning and need for a fence, therefore I don't think there should be a fence line.
There has been no consultation process for whether a fence should be installed or not.  These questions are completely implying it is a done 
deal! It is shameful of the school management, Directorate and ACT Government.  The school is a community asset!
There is no evidence that fences stop vandalism.  The cost of a fence (and the management of opening multiple gates) would far outway the 
total cost of vandalism.
Have sensor lights or other alternatives been considered?
The fenceline is terribly close to the school building and can cause a negative impact on the mental health of children feeling enclosed and 
imprisoned.  It can also make children feel anxious about escaping the school if there is an unauthorised entry/terrorist/lock down event 

 Has this been considered?

I don't think there should be any gates, along with no fence as this creates 
a sense of imprisonment.
If there was going to be a fence, there should not be gates but open 
spaces, whereby allowing students easy entry and exit.
This still allows for student safety if they are inclined to try to run from the 
school as it still limits their access.

A booking systems sounds like a palaver, and completely unrealistic.  The grounds are accessed by 
community families on an ad-hoc basis.  Families don't plan their walk to the school to practise 
basketball shooting, or to learn to ride a bike, it is slotted in between other out of hours activities.  
This highlights how out of touch with community needs the administrators of this process are.

102805 Oct 29, 2023, 05:19 PM Yes  
live  

Farrer.

We are NOT in favour of the fence. I am very disappointed that this consultation is about where the fence should be located, rather than 
whether we want a fence. We do NOT want a fence around our local primary school.

My thoughts are I do NOT want gate access points as I do NOT support the 
proposed fence design. There should be NO fence.

This is not acceptable. We use the school facilities as a family at different time of the week. We do 
not want to consider 'access hours' or a booking system. This is a community asset that should be 
available at anytime of the day. There should be NO barriers to entry. We say NO to the fence.

102801 Oct 29, 2023, 03:42 PM Yes & yes All good At drop off points Access isn’t needed on weekends. Fence is for school children and keeping children safe during 
school hours. Should have happened years ago.

102787 Oct 28, 2023, 09:19 PM  in It's a nonsense. It flies in the face of the whole concept of ACT public schools on share community recreation land. Fenced schools look like 
places where no-one is welcome and people need to be protected from outsiders. That's not Canberra

We do not want fenced or gates I am strongly opposed to fenced and gates so II have no thoughts on this matter

102786 Oct 28, 2023, 05:25 PM a) Yes b) No- My family and I oppose the fencing around Farrer Primary School due to living in a close-knit community. We love having access to the school 
grounds on weekends and holidays and fencing will disrupt the access to the school grounds and also the spirit of community connection.
Therefore, I would like this idea to be reconsidered. The fencing installation will require a huge amount of money which will definitely 
surpass the vandalism amount by huge gaps. I believe these funds could be utilised in other areas such as upgrading the library or on 
upgrading children's education/ activities.

Double gate towards the car park area of the school and double gate towards the hall/ oshclub.
Single gate at the start of Longerong Street and double gate at the end of Lambrigg street where the 
school grounds finish.

102785 Oct 28, 2023, 05:10 PM No Fence. I am not denying the fact that the school has had minimal cost impact by a 
small amount of vandalism,  the price and impact of the school grounds 
being open to children and young people in the community cannot be 
measured in money. Well-being, health and a sense of belonging to place, 
for large numbers of children surely is worth more than$ 5000 of 
vandalism. Good outcomes cannot be measured and are invisible to adults.
Children matter and I ask the ACT government if they will NOT make access 
to the school open space complicated and difficult for our youngest 
residents. 
Do not erect a fence

As we celebrate 2023 UNROC Children's Week we celebrate Article 31. The Child's Right to 
opportunity to play, recreation and leisure. And the Right to culture and community.  Erecting a 
fence dismisses these Rights of the Child as irrelevant. are too old for the new 
Farrer playspace but too young to go bushwalking on their own. The nearest skate park requires 
public transport Phillip. There are few free options for physical health. They enjoy the basketball 
hoop and school hard surface for scooters. They love the bike track . They go spontaneously with us 
when we visit. 
What child is going to book a time via an app? 
What grandparent is? Seriously!
I spoke to yesterday and they do not want a fence. 
One suggested that rather than a fence the school could fund-raise to pay for any damage.
Why should a few people wreck access to the community space school offers.
The school is a public space and does not belong to the School Council or the Teachers (who mostly 
do not live in Farrer) It belongs to the community in particular the Children and young people.

102779 Oct 28, 2023, 12:18 AM Yes, yes I do not want a fence and question why this is being asked as part of the consultation process? A better question would be 'do you think a 
fence provides safety and security?' (which is purported to be the reason behind this fence being considered) - to which I would ask - safety 
from what?! way to scare children and parents! and how does a fence address the 'safety and security' needs? One child running away does 
not warrant a permanent high perimeter fence for the rest of the children at school, or the farrer community!
or even 'do you want a fence'?! no thanks.

as above. Disingenuous consultation process to pre-empt the outcome and 
assume there will be a 6ft high perimeter fence around the farrer 
community's public asset

seriously?! so the 12 yo who wants to shoot hoops after school has to go on line to book it?! or the 
family that wants a picnic on the grass while the kids play needs to time it? this is ridiculous. so, why 
is there a fence?



102773 Oct 27, 2023, 05:00 PM (a) Yes, (b) The proposed location of the fence largely mirrors existing low fencing.  The concern lies with the fencing near the carpark (Cnr Dookie / 
Lambrig) as it would appear to fully enclose that space leading to difficulties with attending to matters at the school if it were closed during 
the day.  If however it was open during the day this would not meet the stated solution of stopping children from absconding.  I would 
suggest that staff provide adequate supervision so that children do not abscond.

I am also concerned with the appropriateness of the fence in line with the Financial Management Act (Section 31) which requires the 
efficient and effective use of public monies.  In this instance the proposal states that there has been $5,000 of damage to the school over the 
12 months - If however the Government is proposing to spend $300-$500k (my estimate) to install the fence how is this in line with the 
financial accountability of Government and how this would equate to value for money principles espoused in the Procurement Act and 
Regulations.

The solution seems to be a sledgehammer approach to sorting out the issue.

The fence has previously been considered by the Farrer Community and was not supported.  I would encourage the Education Directorate 
Executive and/or Minister to stop wasting time with recirculating this concept as the funds could be better utilised in supporting our 
students' educational requirements.  Or if the Government was steadfast on committing funds to infrastructure I would suggest that a better 
safety initiative would be to connect the pre-school into the main emergency system at the school and/or replace the roof within the pre-
school building as this has flooded a number of times causing disruption to both the preschool and community providers utilising the space.

The manner in which these questions have been postured is that a decision has already been made to implement this fence.  Therefore what 
is the point in seeking consultation with the community for a decision that appears to already by made.  I intend to make representations to 
the Minister for Education and Youth Affairs, my local member Mr Chris Steel and the opposition in relation to the fact that is a Government 
project, out of touch with the community, and potentially inconsistent with legislative requirements of the Financial Management Act and 
the Procurement Act.

As stated above, I consider that the fencing design is flawed and will not 
actually address the issues put forward by the Directorate as the basis for 
the fence.  The position of gates would need to be assessed following a 
new design, assuming that there is support for a fence.

What type of booking system will be utilised?  I understand that the Education Directorate received 
funding as part of the 2023-24 financial year for a centralised booking system that would support 
only a limited number of schools and was not aware that Farrer had been selected as one of those 
schools.

The introduction of timed gates is an interesting concept and I would be interested to know what 
expense the Territory would be  looking at to provide this service.  I would suggest that in order for 
this to occur and provide out-of-hours access, that the school would need to upgrade their 
Electronic Access Control System to provide sensors for key doors but also the gates.  Again I am not 
sure that this expenditure would represent value for money to the Government nor provide 
effective solutions to address the needs stated

102771 Oct 27, 2023, 04:19 PM We have  who attend 
FPS. We also live in Farrrer,

We are happy with the proposed location of the fence. My only concern is the aesthetic of the fence. At 2.1m it seems very high, and will it 
be flat on top or spiked? I realise there is a dual purpose in the proposed fence - safety and security, but I am wondering if a safety fence at a 
lower height might look less forbidding in this friendly, inclusive, gentle neighbourhood. Security is a secondary issue and can be addressed in 
a different way.

The gate locations are fine. The spread of double and single for access 
makes sense.

I 
clearly understand the need for both safety and security. Safety within the school environment is 
absolutely vital and, in order to provide a completely inclusive educational environment, school 
boundaries need to be defined.
Providing community access to school play ground and equipment after hours is noble in its 
endeavour but a logistical nightmare to maintain - risk assessments, security, maintenance. Not to 
mention the redirection of limited school funds on repairs/ replacement caused by vandalism. This 
comes at a cost to other school priorities.
However, I have witnessed first hand, the joy of children learning to ride their bikes, climb and play 
with freedom in a safe space after hours. Initially, I could not believe that the school had no fence. 
Perhaps it is time to enclose the school - god forbid any need for lockdown should occur - but 
perhaps, the fence line could be softened by shrubs and plantings.
I am uncertain of just how effective the online booking system will be. 
And, perhaps it is time for the already fabulous Farrer Community associations to plan for extensions 
to the bike park and playground, to include an asphalt area where children can safely get confident 
on bikes, scooters, wheels etc.
Good luck.

102763 Oct 27, 2023, 09:23 AM a) yes I have 3. b) yes, I don’t think  there should be a fence, therefore no fence line. I have emailed directly with some of the concerns. 
We were never asked if we wanted one, that is not a consultation with the public. Seems like there may be a small minority who have raised 
this. But overall the Farrer Primary community that I am connected to do NOT want a fence.

I don’t think there should be a fence, therefore no gates. I don’t think think there should be a fence.

102761 Oct 27, 2023, 08:43 AM Yes The fence line should not exist as there is  no fence needed in this area. Community support is surely showing the lack of support for this 
proposal.

The gates are unnecessary as there should be no fence built in this area. 
The cost of the fence vs the cost of the vandalism is unjustifiable.

I do not believe there should be a fence at all. There is strong community support for NO fence. 
This would mean continued access from all areas and no gates needed.
The building of a fence will negatively affect the feel of the school for both students and the 
community and will change one of the key reasons families choose this school, its engaged inclusive 
community.

102760 Oct 27, 2023, 08:38 AM Yes, , we live in Farrer  My thoughts are that WE WERE NOT CONSULTED about a fence and DO NOT WANT A FENCE. The lovely community feel of Farrer will be 
ruined by a two metre high prison-style fence.

Farrer is in a quiet pocket of Canberra with no through traffic. We have never felt concerned about our children's safety, and the lovely 
organic interactions among parents that resulted due to families streaming into the school from all directions will be ruined.

A $300K fence to remedy a $5k (unspecified) vandalism problem seems ridiculous. The school has a tiny library and art room - why not invest 
this money in something that will actually improve the education and social outcomes of our kids.

I would be more than happy to have an in-person conversation with somebody from government about this issue.

My thoughts are that WE WERE NOT CONSULTED about a fence and DO 
NOT WANT A FENCE. The lovely community feel of Farrer will be ruined by 
a two metre high prison-style fence.

Farrer is in a quiet pocket of Canberra with no through traffic. We have 
never felt concerned about our children's safety, and the lovely organic 
interactions among parents that resulted due to families streaming into the 
school from all directions will be ruined.

A $300K fence to remedy a $5k (unspecified) vandalism problem seems 
ridiculous. The school has a tiny library and art room - why not invest this 
money in something that will actually improve the education and social 
outcomes of our kids.

I would be more than happy to have an in-person conversation with 
somebody from government about this issue.

Access with a booking system and timed gates is literally the most depressing concept I can think of 
for the school. How about metal detectors as well?

We are not America. 

The community are against the fence. Please do not proceed with the fence.

102749 Oct 26, 2023, 09:58 PM A) Yes, . B) 
Yes, 

I disagree with any fence at all. This is a shared space by the farrer community that is in almost constant use by parents and children on 
weekends and after school.  All questions in this survey seem to indicate the fence is going ahead despite this apparently being a time of 
community consultation. The vandalism is not great but the cost for a fence is offensive in proportion.

No access points and no fence. We chose this school and area due to the 
community aspect this would destroy.

No access points and no fence. Obscene waste of money and blocking off the use for a well loved 
and much used community assett.

102746 Oct 26, 2023, 08:29 PM Neither,  I believe the fence line captures the school boundary well. 
The school's business manager has drafted some drawings of a possible alternative to the carpark area. This has been done to maximise 
safety and minimise disruption across the school day.

I am of the opinion that proposed access points are very sensible. 
Works occur often in school settings. Our school is over 50 years old so we 
frequently have plumbers, arborists etc on site carrying out maintenance 
and repairs. Having double gate access will be key to enabling these works 
to occur. 
The school has plans to further develop the outdoor environment. The 
proposed gate access points would enable various contractors on site with 
ease and most importantly, safely.

My observations are that the hardtop area, play equipment and bike track are the most commonly 
used spaces. Should a booking system be put in place, access to these areas would be sensible.

102738 Oct 26, 2023, 07:20 PM No . Yes, I live in 
Farrer

I am unhappy about the fence even existing & the consultation process for the need for a fence. People in the community want to use the green space, play on the 
netball/basketball court. Teach their kids or grandkids to ride 
scooters/bikes on the concrete. This is weekend activities that are 
impromptu & should not require pre-booking as these activities are organic 
rather than pre-planned. The fence will take all this away from the 
community.

People in the community want to use the green space, play on the netball/basketball court. Teach 
their kids or grandkids to ride scooters/bikes on the concrete. This is weekend activities that are 
impromptu & should not require pre-booking as these activities are organic rather than pre-planned. 
The fence will take all this away from the community.

102736 Oct 26, 2023, 06:34 PM Farrer Doesn't matter - the fence won't be erected.  The community has not been consulted on whether we want a fence, and we do not want a 
fence.  Given that the education dept has not consulted the community and the community doesn't want it - no fence.  Please feel free the 
share my views widely.

As above As above

102731 Oct 26, 2023, 04:11 PM no  
 i live on 

I believe this proposal is absurd! I love living in a community where the school is an asset and everyone is welcome. The graffiti issue won't 
stop because of a fence and the cost for repairs seems minimal. the new nature playground across the oval is great but it doesn't apply to 
everyone's needs. if I want to play or improve skills, I go to the primary school. if 
the well-beloved school was to become fenced off, this would remove all activities for everyone in the area, creating less community well-
being.

I don't want a fence so i don't care about where the gates go.
If you have to have a fence, make it the height of the current fence along 
Longeranong Street so that the public can just walk over and then you can 
put the gates wherever you'd like.

I'm confused, you're already talking about gates before our community has had the discussion about 
whether you restrict access to our main asset in Farrer or not?

102730 Oct 26, 2023, 04:00 PM Yes, I would like to advocate for no fence to be installed at the school.
The playground and facilities are used every weekend by the community and it would be a shame for this to not continue on the account of 
concerns by a small number of people.
The sense of community in having a space for families to go after hours is fantastic.
One of the reasons for living in Farrer was the great feel of the school and I believe a fence would compromise that.
The expense of the vandalism is small in relation to the cost of a fence.

No fence please No fence please





102148 Oct 15, 2023, 02:39 PM A) no b) yes I think the fence line is fine. The gates appear to be located in the spots that people naturally enter the 
playground.

The biggest issue with restricting access is it takes away the opportunity for spontaneous community
play. Our  will regularly message other  in the neighbourhood to catch up to  
It's not pre- planned and often they end up down there for hours and other kids who they don't 
know will join in. I understand the school wants to prevent damage but you are also taking away a 
neighbourhood facility that a lot of teenagers use as it's safe, fun and outdoors. The oval next door 
hasn't been maintained, nor have the cricket nets. Restricting access just pushing these kids out of 
the neighbourhood unless the Govt is intending to create a community facility such that they have 
done in new suburbs. Unfortunately the older suburbs are being forgotten when it comes to these 
facilities when they have a high number of young people in and around them

102147 Oct 15, 2023, 01:35 PM . Strong support the fence. For children’s safety and security this is a long time coming. Farrer must be one of only a limited number of schools 
without a boundary fence. Support location of fence and fence line. Still allows for access to footpaths around the school, access to the 
decommissioned oval and the nearby Farrer nature play space and community hall. It also gives the kids ample play space and room to be 
kids and play safely.

There are a significant number of access points. I’m surprised by how many 
there are. Not sure so many are required on the side of the 
decommissioned oval. Like there are some larger access points in case 
equipment/cars need to enter for any maintenance/improvements. 
Appreciate there are access points on entry to school and Lambrigg and 
Longernong Streets. Seems well thought through.

I’m surprised by this. How many other schools in Canberra offer access to school play areas outside 
hours, particularly when there is a Farrer nature play space so nearby? Suggest the number of access 
points be limited outside hours to what is manageable and to limit vandalism to school, including 
broken glass which I often see littered around school after a weekend on my walks.

102146 Oct 15, 2023, 01:17 PM a) yes  
 b) yes i live in Farrer 

I think the fence line closely following the school boundary is appropriate, but where able to, allow for increased public green space eg on 
Lambrigg street boundary. Suitable gate access looks good. Given the school borders the streets with no pedestrian crossing supervisors and 
then a large public oval, creating a safe space for the children to attend school is important.

Good access points. Needs to allow for disability access, pram access, 
bikes/scooters for sibling pick up at school.

I actually think there doesn't need to be community access. Most other schools in the ACT don't 
allow public access except under specific circumstances. Farrer residents are lucky to have a large 
oval right next door with the adjacent Farrer Nature Park and pump track. Apart from being able to 
use rings (which have been absent since last year) I don't see why we need access after hours. Keep 
the grounds more protected from vandalism and property damage if possible.

102145 Oct 15, 2023, 12:35 PM A) Yes b) The fence line is suitable and logical for the need. Logical No real preference. Consider adding / developing the oval with more ammenities such as a running 
track. Basket ball court.

102144 Oct 15, 2023, 10:10 AM a. No. b. Yes, The fence line appears to make sense given the reasons provided being the safety of school children and deterring free access into school 
grounds after school hours.
On the fence itself. What is not provided is the style of fence intended eg solid colorbond or mesh fence.  I do not supoort a solid fence - this 
would be aesthetically displeasing, making the area look industrial and would be a graffiti magnet.
I am also not in agreement with a 2.1m high fence. I have seen schools bounded by fencing of such height and they look like a remand 
centre. I support a lower height of max 1.5m. At the end of the day, if someone wants to access the school grounds to do wrong they will 
climb the fence of 2.1m height. A 1.5m high fence (standard urban) is aesthetically better and serves the purpose of being a physical barrier 
and demarkation of the grounds. We don’t want our children growing up thinking that a school looks like a remand centre.

No concerns and nothing further to add. This makes me query why you are advocating a fence for security when arrangenents for after hours 
access will occur. As I previously said, if someone intends on accessing the school grounds after 
hours to do wrong, they will find a way irrespective of a 2.1m high fence.  To me the strongest 
argument being provided (which I fully support) is enhancing the safety of children when at school. 
A fence height of 1.5m achieves this and removes the school looking like a fenced-in remand centre.

102085 Oct 13, 2023, 08:54 AM I think a fence is required for the safety of all students as well as the wellbeing and peace of mind for the staff who are trying to manage 
students attempting to abscond from school. It will also ensure school buildings and equipment aren't damaged out of school hours.

I am happy with the proposed design and gate access points. I would think via the carpark entry.

101868 Oct 10, 2023, 01:02 PM I have  children attending Farrer Primary 
school. I live on 

I am very sad to see the fence going up at all. I have lived in Farrer  for years and the school 
has always been a welcoming and central part of the suburb. To have a large fence around the school will destroy that. My children regularly 
use the play areas on the weekends and during the school holidays. Again with a fence it is not guaranteed that those resources will be 
available to the community. While an appreciate that the school has their reasons for putting up a fence, I implore that a different solution is 
considered.

101842 Oct 09, 2023, 08:52 PM A) yes b) yes - I do not agree there is a need for a fence but I think if a fence is going to be erected it is important to facilitate access to the new bike track 
and the soccer goals on the bottom (western) field - as these are important community assets that give children and families safe and 
positive activities outside of school hours and outside of a rigid booking system. This seems to have been a fundamental part of Canberra's 
community design and shouldn’t be taken away lightly. Is it possible to use security cameras to address the vandalism issue and/or fences 
closer to the buildings and not close off the open play space?

I do not understand why the bike track was built up so close to the school playground if it was not intended to be available for community 
use.

The proposed gate access on the western end of Lambrigg st will need to 
accommodate bike riders

The proposed double gate on the western end of Lambrigg st will be a key point of access for use of 
the bike track as will the two car park entries. Can the timed gates be open daylight hours on 
weekends and school holidays without the need to book?

101840 Oct 09, 2023, 08:32 PM Yes, I don't believe there should be a fence line at all. Restricting access to any play spaces that encourage families and especially children to be 
active should remain as open as possible.  There is already a big enough obesity issue as it is, and any moves that take away areas to 
encourage participation in sport or play should be discouraged. 

Putting a fence up does not necessarily reduce the amount of maintenance required as those who want to break something will generally 
find a way anyway. The capital costs of putting up the fence would account for at least 10 years, if not more of the maintenance fees 
suggested, not to mention the upkeep then required on the fence over time.

See comment above. As per above.  If there needs to be a fence, then have the facility open throughout the daylight 
hours, and locked over night - not a booking system that takes away from general community use.

Disappointing that the survey is suggesting that the fence has already been decided upon, and this is 
just a matter of where the entry points are.

101834 Oct 09, 2023, 07:59 PM No. Yes. . Strongly support the fence and fence line. It gives ample space for kids in the school to play and be kids and still allows for plenty of room for 
the community on the decommissioned oval, Farrer play space and footpaths around the school. I also like fence line is connected to 
adjoining preschool which keeps those that have to walk up for after school programs safe. Surprised it has taken so long for this school to 
have a fence. It is a must when anyone can just enter the grounds.

There appears to be more than enough access points. I’m surprised by how 
many there are actually. Hopefully this many won’t be an impost on the 
school to manage.

Curious about whether other schools allow for community access outside hours. Will the school 
receive additional resourcing to help manage this? Do other schools in the area do this? Will 
vandalism be prevented if outside hours access is allowed? If it must proceed, suggest only one or 
two entry points - at front of school and on longernong and Lambrigg streets.

101796 Oct 09, 2023, 12:17 PM Yes attending Farrer 
Primary. Yes we live on 

I do not like the Fence concept in any form and wish for it to not be constructed. My children and I use the soccer oval and play equipment 
on weekends. Farrer does not have any decent grassed areas to kick a soccer/ football  

so the space helps us alot.

I do not like the fence in any form. Gates are a none issue. Booking playtime timeslots seems ridiculous. The children should be able to attend the space with 
no notice. The ACT Government and parents alike are battling to keep children off screens and have 
more playtime outside. Fencing off play spaces and booking timeslots seems counterintuitive and 
would be putting in place a barrier that is not required.

101725 Oct 08, 2023, 06:00 PM Yes. Fence is not necessary at our school. It will ruin the beauty of the school. I acknowledge the vandalism but a fence won't really prevent 
vandals. The current fence in the front of the school can easily be climbed over. Fence will really not serve any purpose apart from ruining 
the open plan feeling of the school

I don't agree with the need for a fence and hence gates are completely 
unnecessary.

This is ludicrous. Leave the school as it is. The school and local community enjoy the school grounds 
and creates a good sense of community. We don't need to go with US style security and protection. 
What's next, armed guards?

101634 Oct 07, 2023, 04:56 PM Yes I do. Yes we do, The fence in general is exclusionary. I wouldn’t like to see a fence at all. The one proposed need not include the new bike track area. 
I also think that given children currently a) utilise the school grounds for biking/ learning to ride etc b) cut through the school grounds to get 
to the park that consideration needs to be given to the fence lines impact on providing wide enough street side access along the footpaths, 
particularly on longeranong street.

All gates should have access at all times during daylight hours (aside from when students are at 
school) at a minimum without the need for a booking system. A booking system is exclusionary of 
young people who would be unable to independently book (assuming would need a device or to 
have an adult book)  as well as to vulnerable families and community members including CALD 
community members. We need to be mindful of the rights of children to have access to community 
spaces and reduce barriers. 
We have seen ongoing community issues with schools across the territory with gates that were 
supposed to be opened or timers that aren’t adjusted for school holidays at gated public schools. 
This isn’t good enough. Government response times to issues such as promised access/ gates not 
functioning is slow and often outside of business hours nothing is actionable, meaning community 
misses out.

101632 Oct 07, 2023, 04:08 PM A) yes.  B) yes I think the fence line is mostly appropriate, however don't understand why it is cutting off part of the school property at the bottom left of 
the map (through the trees). Students should have access to that forest during school hours.

There should be a double gate next to the shipping container on Lambrigg 
St (bottom middle of map, currently single gate) as this is both an access 
point for students on bikes and also trades.
There should be another single gate adjacent to the children's crossing on 
Dookie St just before the intersection with Longerenong St (middle right of 
map).

This would be much easier if you had labelled the gates (A, B, C, D, etc), however I think all weekend 
access should be restricted to entry points from Lambrigg Dt, and preferably just via the school 
carpark.

101489 Oct 04, 2023, 12:10 PM A)no b)Yes Looks to be ok, would prefer no fence at all though Gate locations look ok Single and double gates on the south, southeastern side of school would be ideal for out of hours 
use, it would be a shame if our kids can no longer use the play equipment and basketball hoops out 
of school hours and on weekends.

101488 Oct 04, 2023, 11:59 AM a) No, b) yes, The fence line seems perfectly logical irrelevant to us There is no need for public access to play equipment on the school grounds as there is an adventure 
playground only a hundred meters or so from the school near the Greek Church.

101434 Oct 02, 2023, 06:46 PM A. Yes b. Yes, I would not like there to be any fence except on Lingrenong street side where there is a fence already. I would not like ther to be any gates except the ones there already. I would not like the school to be fenced at all but if it is, I would like gayes to be unlocked during 
daylight hours so kids/families can play there.

101311 Sep 29, 2023, 08:12 PM No. I live in Farrer. I support the fence and fence line. The children’s safety should be paramount. I have personally witnessed teachers having to follow children 
who have absconded. I have seen vandalism, including broken glass on my morning walks past the school.

There seems to be ample access points from all sides. I am curious to know if other schools with fences provide for community access outside of school 
hours. If not, why is this being considered for a small school like Farrer? Surely it creates further 
impost on teaching staff. There is a play space down the road, a decommissioned oval nearby and an 
entire ridge. Canberra is also full of parkland and parks. I’m not sure I support this proposal and if so, 
it should be limited to what the school can feasibly manage.

101271 Sep 28, 2023, 05:05 PM Yes. Yes. I would prefer no fence.  It has been wonderful watching my kids grow up, and use the ovals and paved playground to learn to ride, play 
soccer and use the school playground equipment after hours.

Adding a fence would be a BIG negative or in my opinion.

See 2 Seriously!  Let kids and families play when they like, at short notice, without red tape, booking 
systems and bureaucracy.

101084 Sep 24, 2023, 08:02 PM 1a. Yes. 1b. Yes, The fence should enclose all the land allocated to Farrer Primary School. Specifically, the fence should include as many trees as possible 
within the boundary line of the bottom left corner of the map.
Excluding the trees reduces natural/nature play areas, shade options and usable school space.
I recommend seeking the land beyond the FPS boundary in order to fully enclose all the trees within a revised school boundary. There is little 
use for the council/community in retaining this small parcel of land. Indeed I have not seen any community member engage with this section 
of park.

Gates must be located in positions that promote convenient access for 
parents dropping of their kids. Gates must not create bottlenecks or be 
placed in existing positions that do not resolve bottlenecks or promote 
convenient access. Existing FPS paths should not influence gate position. 
Paths should be enlarged to accommodate families walking into school. 
Paths should be at least two metres wide.

I recommend only one gate to be used for out of hours access. One gate provides better positive 
access control and less onerous on staff to monitor and secure gates.
I recommend a type of CCTV or image capture device mounted in the vicinity of the single access 
point in order to deter unsocial behaviour.

101045 Sep 23, 2023, 02:50 PM WE DONT WANT A FENCE! WE DONT WANT A FENCE! WE DONT WANT A FENCE!






