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Education and Youth Affairs 

BACKPOCKET:  Children’s Education and Care Assurance: COVID – 19 

Directed Closures 

• Between 12 August and 15 October 2021 a total of 23 education and
care services have been closed by CECA via an Emergency Action
Notice.

o 16 ECEC services

o 5 OSHC services

o 2 Family Day Care (FDC) educators

• As of 15 October 2021, only 1 education and care service remains
closed, with all 21 other EAN being lifted.

• 14 sites were determined as close contact sites and 9 sites were
determined to be casual contact sites.

• These closures were made on the advice from ACT Health that they
posed a risk of COVID-19 transmission on the basis of children and
adults mixing with an identified infectious person.

Closures by Provider Discretion 

• A further 44 education and care services closed for part or all of the
lockdown period due to provider discretion. For many of these services,
providers consolidated attending children to one site.

o 17 ECEC services

o 14 OSHC services

o 5 FDC educators

o 8 Playschools

• As of the 15 October 2021, 17 education and care services remain
closed with all but 1 ECEC service intending to re-open the week
commencing 25 October 2021.

RECORD 2

1 of 5



QUESTION TIME BRIEF 

Cleared as complete and accurate: 29/09/2021  
Cleared for public release by: Deputy Director-General Ext:  
Contact Officer name: Sean Moysey Ext: 72143 
Lead Directorate: Education  
TRIM Ref: FILE2021/436  

 

Sector Support 

• On 1 September 2021, Minister Berry held a forum with ECEC 
stakefolders regarding the impacts of COVID-19 in the sector. Key 
concerns included  educator safety and wellbeig, issues about viability of 
services, and the impact current restrictions were having on children 
experiencing vulnerability and disadvantage. 

• On 3 September 2021, the ACT announced the prioristising of ECEC 
sector in the vaccine rollout. This recongnises the signficint contribution 
educators make to children, their families and the wide community, and 
given them assurance that their health and safety is of great importance. 

• On 12 October 2021, the ACT Government announced a mandatory 
requirement of that anyone working directly with children in ECEC, 
Primary Schools or OSHC would need to be vaccinated. First dose 
required by 1 November 2021 and second dose by 29 November 2021. 

• CECA has undertaken two key stakeholder meeting (1 October and 14 
October 2021) to discuss the impact of lockdown restrictions in ECEC 
and OSHC. Discussions have raised issues of viability, vaccination of 
educators, COVID closures and close contacts, and what recovery might 
look like. 

•  
Support for vulnerable children and families forum  
On the afternoon of 6 October 2021, CECA hosted a forum of three experts to 
discuss supporting vulnerable children and families.  
  
116 educators from the sector attended the forum, which was recorded as a 
resource for ongoing access by the sector.  
  
The panel members were:   

• Marina Dickson, the Australian Childhood Foundation’s lead development of content 
and curriculum and a practitioner and teacher of trauma informed practice.  
 

• Ally Sullings, Executive Manager of Education and Care, 
Capital Region Community Services; and,  

  
• Amanda Tobler, CEO of Community Services #1 and former leader of 
Lifeline ACT’s telephone counselling service.  

•  
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Communication with the sector 
• Comprehensive communications tailored to the sector’s needs during 

this time will be ongoing to keep providers, service leaders and 
educators well informed.  

• A snapshot of CECA’s communications and engagements reach to 
providers, services, and educators from 12 August and 15 October 2021 
is below:  

 
Communication Channel Reach  Target Audience  
Targeted emails, alerts, 
updates, and notifications  

27 emails in total 
distributed to targeted and 
sector wide email contacts. 
Reach ranges between 155 -
1,000 per each distribution.  

Education and care providers, 
service leaders and educators  

Tailored phone calls  36 calls to services directed 
to close on ACT Health 
advice or voluntarily closed 
due to health concerns 

 

 

Education and care services 
leaders and providers 

Support calls All non-government 
services will receive a 
wellbeing call to provide 
target support.  

Approximately 226 calls to 
services and providers have 
been made so far. 

Education and care services 
leaders and providers 

Education and care 
COVID-19 webpage  

Page views 2713 

 

Education and care providers, 
services leaders, educators, 
families, and wider Canberra 
community. 

Facebook posts  Approximately 177 posts 
distributed. 

Overall post reach since 
12  August 2021 32,692 

Overall page engagement 
3,821  since 12 August 2021  

Existing audience of 1,178 
individual education and care 
providers, service leaders and 
educators. 

 

 

RECORD 2

3 of 5



QUESTION TIME BRIEF 

Cleared as complete and accurate: 29/09/2021  
Cleared for public release by: Deputy Director-General Ext:  
Contact Officer name: Sean Moysey Ext: 72143 
Lead Directorate: Education  
TRIM Ref: FILE2021/436  

 

Sector viability and support payments 

• Australian Government ECEC Viability Support Package was announced 
on 23 August 2021, for services in lockdown in Commonwealth-decalred 
COVID-19 Hotspots.  

o For Centre Based Day Care, Family Day Care and In Home Care 
services this will mean a fortnightly payment of 25% of their pre-
lockdown revenue calculated up to the hourly cap.  

o For Outside School Hours Care (OSHC) and vacation care services 
this will mean a 40% fortnightly payment of their pre-locked down 
revenue calculated up to the hourly cap. 

o Business continuity payments are contingent on services: 

o having reasonable expectations attendance will drop below 
50% 

o not accessing other Commonwealth Government-funded 
business supports 

o waiving gap fees for all families whose children are not 
attending 

o maintaining staffing levels, and 
o agreeing to a fee freeze for the duration of business 

continuity payments. 
• The ECEC Viability Support Package will continue to be in place while the 

ACT is considered a ‘COVID-19 Hotspot’ by the Commonwealth 
Government. 

• The ACT Government has been receiving feedback from ECEC services 
through sector wide surveys. The responses show that viability remains 
a concern, despite the Australian Government’s Viability Support 
Package. The ACT Government is continuing to monitor this issue and is 
working collaboratively with the Australian Government to ensure the 
needs of the ACT sector are met. 

• The ECEC sector surveys also highlighted concern for educator wellbeing, 
and for families experiencing vulnerability at this time. The ACT 
Government is providing support to services to help address these 
issues. 

• Eligible providers (ACT Property Group tenants) have the option to have 
access  rent relief through the extension of the Rental Relief Initiative. 
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This initative provides a waiver of rents for 1 September 2021 to 30 
September 2021 (inclusive). 
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BACKPOCKET:  Non-Government Education: Facts and Figures 

Non-Government Schooling 

• Non-government schools (NGS) are responsible for educating
approximately 37.5% of all students attending ACT schools. They must
be registered and must meet the conditions of registration outlined in
the Education Act 2004, as well as Commonwealth requirements
pertaining to funding and governance of the school, and other Territory
and Commonwealth legislative and regulatory requirements.

• There are 47 registered Non-Government Schools comprising 18
independent schools and 29 Catholic systemic schools in the ACT.

• During 2021 the registration of seven independent schools and six
Catholic systemic schools are scheduled for renewal.

Independent 
Schools 

Blue Gum Community School Daramalan College 

Brindabella Christian College Emmaus Christian School 
Canberra 

Burgmann Anglican School Islamic School of Canberra 

Canberra Christian School Marist College Canberra 

Canberra Girls Grammar 
School 

Orana Steiner School 

Canberra Grammar School Radford College 

Canberra Montessori School St Edmunds College 

Communities@Work Galilee 
School 

Taqwa School 

Covenant Christian School Trinity Christian School 

Catholic Systemic Good Shepherd Primary 
School 

St John Paul II College 

Holy Family Parish Primary St John the Apostle Primary 

Holy Spirit Primary St John Vianney’s Primary 

Holy Trinity Primary St Joseph’s Primary School 
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 Merici College St Jude’s Primary School 

 Mother Teresa School St Mary MacKillop College 

 Rosary Primary St Matthew’s Primary 

 Sacred Heart Primary St Michael’s Primary 

 St Anthony’s Primary St Monica’s Primary 

 St Bede’s Primary St Peter & Paul 

 St Benedict’s Primary St Thomas Aquinas Primary 

 St Clare of Assisi Primary St Thomas More’s Primary 

 St Clare’s College St Thomas the Apostle Primary 

 St Francis of Assisi Primary St Vincent’s Primary School 

 St Francis Xavier Primary  

 

Home Education 

• During the past three years we have seen significant growth in the 
number of children registered for home education in the ACT: 

o 2019 February census — 305 children and young people were 
registered 

o 2020 February census — 322 children and young people were 
registered 

o 2021 February census — 396 children and young people were 
registered. 

• From 2020 to 2021, home education registrations increased sharply by 
23% 

• While the census data clearly demonstrates that home education has 
grown in the ACT, census data does not fully represent the number of 
students who are home educated at some point in the year. For 
example: 

o 503 different students were registered for home education at 
some point during the 2020 calendar year; and  

o 133 children and young people left home education during the 
same period for a range of reasons – but mostly to return to 
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school, move interstate, or because they had turned 17 and were 
no longer required to participate in compulsory education. 

• As at 30 September 2021, 427 children and young people are registered 
for home education in the ACT. This is an 8% [31] increase in 
registrations since the February 2021 census.  

• During September 2021 (when the ACT was under the health emergency 
lockdown and school aged children were either on school holidays or 
learning from home) applications for home education registration were 
significantly lower than during other months in 2021. It is anticipated 
that home education registrations will continue to grow into the future. 
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