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Attachment B

Parental advice concerning head lice


Child’s name_____________________   Class/Group ____________________________


Dear Parent/Carer,


We are writing to inform you that we suspect head lice or nits (eggs) are present in the hair of some students in the class/group shown above. 

Head lice are spread through direct head to head contact and are a common occurrence among school-aged children. These tiny insects range in colour from cream to brown or black. Nits are the eggs laid by head lice and are typically yellow or white and the size of a grain of salt. They are firmly attached to the hair close to the scalp, most often behind the ears, the back of the neck and along the hairline. Nits hatch within 7 to 10 days. 

To help prevent the spread of head lice we ask that you:
· Check your child’s hair thoroughly this week for any signs of lice or nits <<insert dates __/__/__to __/__/__)>>.
· If you find any, please notify the school promptly and begin treatment as recommended on the Healthdirect Head Lice webpage.
· Repeat the treatment after one week to ensure all lice are eliminated.
Once treatment has begun, your child may return to school.
To reduce your child’s risk of getting head lice, make sure that long hair is tied back.
Further information is available on the Healthdirect Head Lice webpage or through the Directorate’s website at Head Lice Policy - Education (act.gov.au).
Your local pharmacy may also be able to assist with treatment options.
If you have any questions or need further support, please contact <<insert school name and contact number>>. 
Yours sincerely 
<<Principal or Nominee>>
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