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This procedure must be read in conjunction with the Education Directorate’s Head Lice Policy.
[bookmark: _Toc215139925]Overview
This procedure relates to the Head Lice Policy. This procedure outlines how to manage head lice effectively and respectfully, with an emphasis on communication, education, and cooperative responsibility in ACT public schools.
[bookmark: _Toc215139926]Rationale
[bookmark: _Hlk215139046]This procedure supports schools to manage and respond to head lice in alignment with national health advice and public health principals, including the National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) Staying Healthy Guidelines and the Public Health Regulation 2000 (ACT). 
National health advice states that students do not need to leave school right away if they have head lice and can stay for the rest of the day if steps are taken to stop lice from spreading to others (e.g. avoiding head-to-head contact). 
Once effective treatment of head lice has begun and there are no live lice left in the hair, students can return to school. 
[bookmark: _Toc215139927]Procedures
Responding to Suspected Infestations of Head Lice 
If a student is suspected to be affected by head lice, their privacy must be upheld. The school must:
1.1.1. ensure the student is not excluded or isolated from class or attending school;  
1.1.2. confidentially contact the student’s parents/carers and inform them that their child has headlice. The child must be treated prior to returning to school as per Notification of Suspected Head Lice; 
1.1.3. notify all parents/carers of the students in the class of the possible infestation and provide the link to the Healthdirect Head Lice Webpage as per Parental Advice Concerning Head Lice; and 
1.1.4. notify all staff of the infestation. 
Preventing the Spread of Head Lice 
Head lice do not live or breed in furniture, carpets, clothes or soft toys and cannot be spread by sharing items of clothing, for example hats. Parents/carers should be encouraged to tie their child’s hair back. School staff should consider learning activities that minimise head-to-head contact. 
Schools should regularly remind parents/carers to be vigilant in checking their child for headlice and to treat all infected household members, particularly during peak periods of infestation and/or outbreaks. 
Working with the School Community
In some schools, the management of head lice infestations and outbreaks is a recurring and challenging matter. It requires commitment from the whole school community in a concerted effort to treat outbreaks and minimise the spread of head lice. 
Communication and support within the school community can be conducive to minimising future infestations and outbreaks. This can be supported through the provision of general information regarding head lice in the school newsletter or on the school website.
Individual schools should determine the level of treatment assistance offered to parents in consultation with the school community.
[bookmark: _Toc169530495][bookmark: _Toc215139928]Contact
For support contact the Engagement and Wellbeing Support Services Branch on (02) 6205 7029 or email EBMEWSS@act.gov.au.
[bookmark: _Toc419889962][bookmark: _Toc169530496][bookmark: _Toc215139929]Feedback
Any feedback about this procedure should be raised with the policy owner. Refer to Contact information above.
[bookmark: _Toc169530497][bookmark: _Toc215139930]References
Definitions
	Term
	Definition

	Head Lice
	Head lice (Pediculus humanus capitis) are small parasitic, wingless insects that live mainly on the scalp and neck of a human host. Individual lice are called ‘louse’ and their eggs are called ‘nits’. Head lice do not have wings or jumping legs, so they cannot fly or jump from head-to-head. They can only crawl. They cannot transmit any infectious diseases. Direct contact is required for transmission from person to person, where head lice crawl from head-to-head. Head lice do not live or breed on animals, bedding, furniture, carpets, clothes or soft toys. They cannot spread by sharing hats.

	Infestation
	Infestation refers to the presence of head lice and/or nits on an individual’s scalp. 

	Outbreak
	Outbreak refers to widespread infestations (e.g. the presence of head lice and/or nits on several individuals in the school community). Infestations can become outbreaks if head lice spread between individuals.

	Treatment
	Treatment refers to head lice treatment, as per the Healthdirect Head Lice webpage. 


Related Policies and Information 
Head Lice Policy 
Healthdirect Head Lice Webpage 
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Parental Advice Concerning Head Lice
Staying Healthy Guidelines (National Health and Medical Research Council) 
Working together with your school: A Code of Conduct to promote respectful interaction on ACT Education Directorate premises
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